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      National Theme:  Hands that Serve, Hearts that Care 

Department Theme:  Be the Anchor for Our Veterans, Hold Them Steady and Safe 

 
Happy Summer. You have now had a few weeks to read over the guide sheet. I feel it is straightforward 
but if you have any questions or want clarification on anything please do not hesitate to reach out to 
me. The first few requirements need to be done this month and next month, so I hope you are handling 
your business early. A lot of the requirements are the same every year, but I know most of you are new 
at this. Just get with your Treasurer and Secretary to make sure the job gets done. Buy a planner or 
calendar (I know, I am old school) and write the deadlines in there. Also, write in reminders 2 weeks 
before the deadlines so that you remember they are coming up, and look at it often! DO NOT get 
behind. 
 
Some of the requirements were asked of us by National to help your Department President achieve the 
Circle of Excellence. So, these are very important as well so that we can cheer President Diana on at the 
next National Convention.  
 
In just a few weeks your first District meet will be underway. Normally the District Achievement 
Chairman doesn’t mentor you along the way, but President Diana asked me to do so. The first thing I will 
say is to print 2 copies of the guide sheet. Keep one with your District President booklet/folder so you 
will always have it. You can tally your points and you will always know what needs to be done. Keep the 
second one by your computer so you can look at it all the time. Make sure you keep on track and are 
preparing for what needs to be accomplished. Secondly, read it a few times before your first meeting. If 
you truly want to be the best you need to work at it, so that means you must prepare for your year. 
Make sure you understand what I am asking from you to achieve this award and get as many points as 
possible. Again, if you have any questions just reach out by email or text (then I can call you if you want 
to talk). 
 
Another thing I will say to you is to not get overwhelmed. I know that is an easy thing to say, but I have 
been in your shoes. I was District President in 2017-2018 for District 5. I have been through it, and I 
survived, and you can too. Take it one meeting at a time, do your best and we will all be proud of you no 
matter what! Every District has mentors that you can reach out to. If you don’t know who those mentors 
are just ask. Ask for help and believe me our members/mentors will help. So, take a deep breath, I will 
wait…now go reread your guide sheet. Good luck!! 
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