The Scholarship Program encourages patriotism, assists students in attaining an education and helps students reach their full potential. This increases VFW and Auxiliary recognition while supporting our communities, students and members. The following is a list of the Scholarships available for the 2026-2027 year:
1. 2026-2027 VFW Voice of Democracy Audio-Essay Contest – Theme: “What A Veteran Taught Me about America?" 
1. 2026-2027 VFW Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest – Theme: “What A Veteran Taught Me about America?" 
1. Continuing Education Scholarship
1. Young American Creative Patriotic Art Contest 
1. 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art Contest
All forms for each scholarship and contest will be available on the Department website (vfwauxmi.org) under Programs/Scholarships. This includes the judging score sheets, school release forms, award information flyers for each contest, student biographical questionnaires, and promotional materials suitable for social media. Additionally, flyers outlining contest titles and submission deadlines will be provided to support effective communication and outreach.
The first two scholarship contests with upcoming deadlines are the VFW Voice of Democracy Audio-Essay Contest 9th -12th graders and the VFW Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest6-8th graders. Both submissions must be received by each Auxiliary no later than October 31, 2026, for judging. These are open to public, private or parochial schools in the U.S., its territories or its possessions; or dependents of U.S. military or civilian personnel in overseas schools. Home-schooled students also are eligible. Although U.S. citizenship is not required, students must be lawful U.S. permanent residents or have applied for permanent residence (the application which has not been denied) and intend to become a U.S. citizen at the earliest opportunity allowed by law. (Foreign exchange students are ineligible.) 

If you need help finding a participating VFW Post, follow these instructions:
First, visit vfw.org/FindaPost to “Find a VFW Post.”
If you don’t have success in finding a Post, or if you have trouble contacting
them, you can contact your VFW Department of Michigan VFW headquarters office to see if
they can offer any information or assistance. (517-485-9456)
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